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Cabinet  

Held on Tuesday 22nd March 2022 

(In person in The Salford Suite, Civic Centre, Chorley Road, Swinton, Salford)  

Present 

Paul Dennett   City Mayor (in the Chair) 

Tracy Kelly    Statutory Deputy City Mayor 
John Merry MBE  Deputy City Mayor 

Lead Members: 

Sharmina August  Inclusive Economy, Anti-Poverty and Equalities 
David Lancaster, MBE       Environment, Neighbourhoods and Community Safety 

Mike McCusker                  Planning & Sustainable Development 

Executive Support Members (at the invitation of the City Mayor): 

Barbara Bentham               Workforce and Industrial Relations 
Philip Cusack  Skills, Work and Business 

Jack Youd   Procurement & Social Value 

Officers: 

Sam Betts    Assistant Director of Human Resources & OD 

Debbie Brown   Strategic Director Service Reform 
Julie Craik   Service Manager Strategy 

Joanne Hardman  Chief Finance Officer 
Sue Hill   Head of Communications 
Chris Mee   Strategic Finance Manager 

Iolanda Puzio  City Solicitor 
Charlotte Ramsden   Strategic Director People 

Jacquie Russell  Assistant Director Strategy & Change 
John Searle   Strategic Director Place 
Tom Stannard                    Chief Executive 

Cathy Starbuck  Assistant Director Education, skills & Work 
Liz Wright                           Democratic Service Officer 

Shahla Zandi   Principal Officer – Strategy and Homelessness 
 
Invitee:  Councillor Rob Sharpe – Chair of the Growth and Prosperity Panel. 

 
Public: None. 

1. Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from the Councillor Damian Bailey, Councillor Bill Hinds, 

Strategy Deputy City Mayor, Councillor Tracy Kelly  Councillor John Walsh. 

2. Declarations of interest 

There were no declarations of interest. 

3. Minutes of proceedings 

The minutes were moved as a correct record by Councillor Philip Cusack and 

seconded by Councillor David Lancaster.  
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Resolved: That, the minutes of the meeting held on 22.02.22 were approved as a 

correct record. 

4. Approval of Salford's annual housing strategy action plan: April 2022- 
March 2023 

The Service Manager, Strategy introduced the report and highlighted the following. 

 An overview was given of the achievements in 2021/22 and some examples 
highlighted such as: 

o 4,341 new homes scheduled to be developed by March 2022 
o 425 new affordable homes developed by March 2022 
o 27 new Derive homes progressing well 

o Derives RP application submitted to the regulator 
o 129 new council homes commenced on site 

o ‘Our Homes’ group meeting regularly to share carbon neutral learning 
o Supporting the GMCA good landlord scheme 
o A review of the housing expectations/needs of people as they age 

commenced 
o Progression of a pilot to test a panel approach to allocating adapted housing 

 The housing strategy had been refreshed in consultation with the key 
stakeholders. 

 The number of approaches being implemented to improve the number of 
affordable homes were highlighted. 

 The advice and support for residents was highlighted. 

 An overview of the objectives in the action plan (detailed on pages 3-9 of the 
report) was provided and some examples were highlighted  

 
The City Mayor (CM) invited questions and comments from members. 

 The CM commended the report.  He reported he and the Chief Executive had 
visited Helping Hands in Irlam and had been very impressed with the service 

provide and the employment opportunities available. 

 The CM added that the Renter’s Reform Bill was awaited and the city council and 
the Greater Manchester authorities would be lobbying Government to try and 

influence the outcome of the Bill for the benefit of Salford residents.  

 A member commented that the focus on accessible homes was very welcomed. 

 The CM reported that he had asked the Lead Member (LM) for Inclusive 
Economy, Anti-poverty & equalities to investigate the increase in the number of 

people in work having to use accommodation hotel when getting into debt due to 
not being a priority for temporary accommodation.  

 The LM for Environment, Neighbourhoods and Community Safety raised their 

concern that a national housing stock condition survey was no longer carried out.  
It was reported that there were many difficult challenges around the retro-fit 

agenda and it was being explored how best to lobby the Government about this 
and other housing issues.  The LM asked to be kept updated with progress about 
this and commented that they would raise the issue with the Local Government 

Association (LGA). 

 The Executive Support Member (ESM) for Procurement & Social Value 

commented that they had been shocked by the condition of some properties that 
were deemed fit to Let when he had visited some properties. They reported their 
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concern that some residents were being pressurized by landlords to improve their 
rented properties, rather than the landlords do this themselves, when the 

residents were often the people with the least resources to be able to do this. The 
ESM also encouraged other members to visit some properties to see for 
themselves. 

  
The CM read out the recommendations as follows: 

The City Mayor, in consultation with Cabinet, was asked to: 
a) Approve the housing strategy action plan for 2022/23. 

b) Note progress made against the 2021/22 housing strategy action plan – Appendix A. 

The City Mayor and members approved the recommendations as outlined above. 

Resolved:  That, the City Mayor in consultation with the Cabinet: 

a. Approved the housing strategy action plan for 2022/23 

b. Noted progress made against the 2021/22 housing strategy action plan – 
Appendix A 

5. Referral back from Growth and Prosperity Scrutiny Panel in respect of the 
City Mayor's Decision of 14 February 2022 on Rent and Service Charge 
Setting for 2022/23 - council owned stock managed by Pendleton Together 

and the Duchy Caravan Park 

The Chair of the Growth and Prosperity Panel introduced the report and made the 

following comments. 

 At the meeting on 28 February 2022, the Growth and Prosperity Scrutiny Panel 
received a call-in of the City Mayor’s decision made on 14 February 2022 on 

Rent and Service Charge Setting for 2022/23 – council owned stock managed by 
Pendleton Together and Duchy Caravan Park. 

 The panel recognised that it was a very challenging to balance the needs of all 
the residents and had decided to refer the decision back to the City Mayor for 
reconsideration on the basis that it was concerned that the increased service 

charges and rent are not proportionate to the service received based on the 
reduced services and facilities received over the last five years. 

 

The CM commented that he had attended the meeting on 28 February and heard 

from the panel and the residents in attendance and understood the decision was 

around the rent setting process and had agreed to visit residents homes.  Work was 

being done to address all the issues raised and this item would come back to 

Cabinet in due course.  Further work would be done the discretionary fund and to 

make sure residents could access all the help available with costs. 

The CM read out the recommendations as follows: 

The City Mayor was requested to: 
Note the concerns of the Growth and Prosperity Panel and reconsider his decision in 

respect of Rent and Service Charge Setting for 2022/23 – council owned stock 
managed by Pendleton Together and the Duchy Caravan Park. 
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Resolved:  That, the City Mayor in consultation with the Cabinet noted the concerns 

of the Growth and Prosperity Panel and reconsider his decision in respect of Rent 

and Service Charge Setting for 2022/23 – council owned stock managed by 

Pendleton Together and the Duchy Caravan Park. 

6. Any other business 

There were no items of any other business raised. 


